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Department of Planning Meeting Report



Subject: State Center Alliance Meeting
Date: November 9th, 2006
Location: Union Baptist Church
Participants: Representatives of the Alliance’s various neighborhoods: June Johnson and Arlene McCain (both from McCulloh Homes), Thomas Curtis (MD Departmentt of Disabilities), Rev. Al Hathaway (Union Baptist), Harold Young (McCulloh Homes), Henri Daniels (Midtown Chair), Richard Henderson (MVBA), Mark Henderson (MVBA), Connie Lieder (Bolton Hill), Sharon Grinnell (Doracon), Dominic Wiker (SBER), Marcia Hart (Bolton Hill), Yolanda Takesian (Bolton Hill), Randy Anderson (Madison Park), Keith Hobbs (Maryland General), Nelson Reichart (DGS), Marty Baker and Theo Ngongang (both from City Planning)
Reporting: Theo Ngongang
Copies: Director Rolley, Bijan Yarjani, Division Chief
Purpose: 
Regular monthly meeting of the Alliance
Issues:
-After the usual introductions, Rev Al Hathaway led the Alliance into a prayer.
-Theo Ngongang (Planning) highlighted the main point on the agenda: Report from the Development Team
-Sharon Grinnell (Doracon) reported that there was still no binding agreement signed between the Development Team and MDOT. Current status of the project is same as stated in last meeting’s minutes (October)
-Dominic Wiker (SBER) presented the summary of the Development Team’ series of interviews with Neighborhoods Associations (document previously distributed to the Alliance). 
-Dominic also mentioned that the Development Team was still conducting due diligence work in the area (information gathering such as environmental study, infrastructure assessment…) and was also interviewing stakeholders institutions in the area, such as Maryland General Hospital.
Q&A session followed the presentation. 
-A question was raised about the definition of moderate density. The Development Team answer was “no more than 6 story-buildings”.
-A question about anticipation of potential changes in the planning process due to the past mid-term elections was asked: The Development Team said that they do not anticipate any change.
-How would the design of the project interface with the current residents? The Development Team said that they have no plans yet and that the MDOT strategic document is the only document that speaks to the design intent of the project. 
-Marcia Hart (Bolton Hill) stated that the Alliance does not “trust” that strategic document, since it was compiled with little community involvement. 
-Sharon Grinnell stated that the Planning Process will actively involve the Alliance (surrounding communities)
-Nelson Reichart mentioned the history of some “old” drawings/plans that show the evolution of the development of the State Center site, and suggested that those plans might be revisited.
-Rev. Hathaway stated that his understanding of the planning process as explained to the Alliance by MDOT, did include a strong community participation. 
-Sharon Grinnell stressed that the Development Team clearly understands that the project’s importance extends beyond the 25 acres of land owned by MDOT.
-Yolanda Takesian (Bolton Hill) said that the Alliance would like to “own” the plan.
-Harold Young (McCulloh Homes) echoed Yolanda’s point.

-Nelson Reichart (DGS) stressed the due diligence work that started
Meeting was adjourned after a prayer led by Rev. Hathaway.
-Next meeting has been tentatively scheduled for Thursday January 11th , 2007 at 5:30 at same location, Union Baptist Church
· 















Next Steps
· After the January meeting, the Alliance will meet on a need-basis only, until the project’s momentum picks up again per discussion at previous meetings.
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